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EVERY TRUE 
WRAP ARTIST
STRIVE TO MAKE
THE WORLD
A BETTER 
PLACE.

Avisera creates packaging that adds value, enhances the customer experience 
and communicates what your brand stands for.

At Avisera, we continuously pursue sustainability. We do everything to make you, 
our customer, feel fully confident that you have chosen a supplier that maintains 
integrity throughout the value chain – from production facility to work environment, 
climate impact and the world around us. 

In this sustainability report, we explain more about our approach.
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1. Avisera is 
FSC certified®
Avisera has been an FSC®-certified* company 
since 2012. As a packaging company, our ability 
to guarantee our customers that the paper we 
use in our products is traceable and responsibly 
produced is crucial, which is exactly what the FSC 
(Forest Stewardship Council®) helps us to ensure.

2. We offer 
climate-smart 
products
We strive to create   
the most sustainable 
product range possible. 
Consequently, we offer 
recycled materials and 
reusable products, and 
utilize carbon offsetting 
for our products, via 
ÅterBära.

OUR SUSTAINABILITY WORK

4. We are
ISO certified
Our environmental     
management system is 
certified in accordance 
with ISO 14001, our       
quality management 
system is certified   
under ISO 9001, and 
our occupational health 
and safety standards 
are certified pursuant 
to ISO 45001.

6. We assume 
responsibility 
for the climate
Our company            
has been active with       
carbon offsetting since 
2007. Avisera also has 
a proprietary ecolabel    
for 100% climate 
neutral packaging – 
ÅterBära!

5. We recycle
We sort and recycle 
our office waste. This 
is a small move, but 
we believe it makes 
a difference in the   
long term.

3. We have low-  
energy light bulbs
We have replaced our 
office lighting with 
low-energy light bulbs, 
in order to reduce our  
environmental impact. 

7. We have introduced 
environmental-class 
vehicles
We have reduced the number 
of vehicles and swapped 
our existing vehicles for EVs 
and hybrids.

*FSC®: Forest Stewardship Council® Licensnummer: FSC®-C110916

AVISERA IS FOUNDED

NEW ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCT:  
SOLVENT-FREE PACKING TAPE

ISO 45001 CERTIFICATION

CLIMATE MEASUREMENTS 
AND COMPENSATION FOR 
OUR OPERATIONS

FSC PAPER BAGS THE NEW STANDARD 
AT AVISERA

CLIMATE COMPENSATION FOR 7,644 
TONNES OF CO2 THROUGH ÅTERBÄRA

REMOVAL OF DEGRADABLE PLASTICS 
FROM PRODUCT RANGE

CLIMATE COMPENSATION FOR ALL 
EMPLOYEES

LAUNCH OF PAPER MAILERS

58% OF ALL OUR PAPER BAGS FSC 
LABELED

84% OF ALL PRODUCTS SOLD
CLIMATE NEUTRAL

ENERGY CONSUMPTION REDUCED

WE INTRODUCE ENVIRONMENTAL-CLASS 
VEHICLES

3 PLASTIC SUBSTITUTES LAUNCHED:
VELA BAG, PAPTIC BAG & TISSUE VOID FILL

WE ACHIEVE ISO 9001 AND 14001 
CERTIFICATION

LAUNCH OF ÅTERBÄRA ECOLABEL & 
CLIMATE-NEUTRAL PRODUCT RANGE

MEMBER OF CLIMATE PACT PLUS

MEMBER OF THE CLIMATE PACT

WE ACHIEVE FSC CERTIFICATION*

1992

2000

2010

2007

2012

2014

2017

2016

2018

2019

2021

2020

ÅTERBÄRA CLIMATE COMPENSATES
FOR 5 653 TON CO2
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We appreciate the opportunity to impose stringent requirements and hand pick 
manufacturers and partners who share our values. In line with this, we have chosen 
not to engage in proprietary production. 

CSR-assured manufacturers
We choose our business partners very carefully to ensure that they share our values and adhere to our highly 
set requirements on matters such as quality, working conditions and the environment. We conduct supplier 
assessments and follow-ups on a regular basis to ensure that manufacturers live up to our Code of Conduct.

Measuring their climate impact and setting up targets for reducing emission.

Some of the requirements imposed by our Code of Conduct:

Increasing the percentage of third-party certified products, such as FSC-certified
products.

Increasing the percentage of recycled products.

We encourage our suppliers to reduce their own and their products’ eco 
footprint by:

Wages must meet or exceed the statutory minimum wage in the country of manufacture.

No incidences of child labor.

Safe workplace that promotes the health of employees.

No discrimination against gender, skin color, sexual orientation, profession 
of faith, functional disabilities or other infringements.

Compliance with the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

An environmental policy in place that minimizes adverse impacts on the
immediate environment and environment in general.

SOCIAL SUSTAIN-  
ABILITY AT AVISERA

Read more about our Code of Conduct at avisera.se/code-of-conduct/

Our sustainability work
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1 https://www.naturvardsverket.se/data-och-statistik/konsum-
tion/vaxthusgaser-konsumtionsbaserade-utslapp-per-person

OUR
CARBON EMISSIONS 

Avisera’s greenhouse gas emissions

Total emissions, tonnes  CO2e

Emissions/SEK million

20192018 2020 2021201720162015201420132012201120102009

32

Distribution of greenhouse gas emissions

Waste 3% 

Electricity, heating, cooling for offices 25%

Business trips 34%

Commuting 18%

Working from home 1%

Production of energy carriers 3%

Materials 16%

Vehicles 0%

25%

34%

18%

3%
16%

3%
1%

Our emissions rose in 2021
Along with many other companies, Avisera’s carbon emissions declined during the pandemic due to the restrictions 
that were in force at the time. In 2021, operations were able to return to more normalized levels and our emissions 
increased compared with the preceding year.  

Avisera’s emissions totaled 32 tonnes in 2021. Not surprisingly, business trips accounted for most of our emissions 
increases between 2020 and 2021; see diagram on page 9.

Our climate impact as a company is relatively low, if we consider the carbon emissions of private individuals in 
Sweden – 9 tonnes per capita in 2019, according to the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. Regardless 
of the level, we will continue with our endeavors to find new ways of reducing our impact.

In order to reduce our climate impact, we measure our carbon emissions and utilize 
carbon offsetting in our operations. 

Carbon-offsetting company
Avisera has been measuring and offsetting the carbon emissions of its operations since 2007. Climate-compensation 
certification is highly complementary to our other environmental efforts, and serves as a tool for managing 
our responsibilities for the company’s greenhouse gas emissions. It also provides useful social benefits to the 
communities where we have ongoing projects. Read more on page 11. 
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THIS IS
ÅTERBÄRA

Increased carbon offsetting in 2021
The creation of circular sustainable packaging starts with the choice of environmentally-friendly materials, 
responsible manufacturing, and the assumption of responsibility for climate impact, and ends with the 
potential for reuse and recycling. 

In 2021, we increased the sales volume of ÅterBära-labeled products, from 76 percent to 84 percent. 
The ecolabel is increasingly becoming a hygiene factor and a natural part of sustainable thinking when 
it comes to purchasing packaging, which we consider to be an very positive trend.

We are planting
trees in the Amazon
Together with an external sustainability agency, we conducted climate analyses from a lifecycle perspective 
on our products. For bags, printed matter and packaging labeled with ÅterBära, we calculated the volume 
of carbon emissions created at each step of production, all the way from raw materials to the finished and 
delivered product. 

The calculations included the production of utilized materials, materials used in transportation packaging, 
transports, energy consumption in the course of production, printing, and transportation to customers. 

We then offset all of the emissions through a tree planting project that is Verra certified, pursuant to the 
Verified Carbon Standard, thereby contributing to the attainment of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.

The conservation and replanting of trees takes place in the Amazon Forest in Brazil. The Amazon is home 
to 10 percent of the world’s species and is a rainforest that needs protection from deforestation.

Restores damaged land.

Promotes and protects animal life and plant life.

Creates training and job opportunities.

Has achieved Gold Standard certification and works towards the attainment of 
global goals.

Improves the livelihoods and productivity of families.

The tree planting project is of great importance, because it:

No poverty Infrastructure Climate action Life on land

In 2017, we launched an ecolabel to provide our customers with the opportunity 
to conveniently reduce their climate impact. ÅterBära is Sweden’s first product 
label and climate initiative for climate-neutral packaging. 

A sustainable choice
By choosing Avisera’s products with the ÅterBära ecolabel, carbon emissions generated by a product 
are offset through forest conservation and tree replanting. 

32 ton CO
har våra kunder klimat-

kompenserat för 2021

2
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2 https://www.naturvardsverket.se/data-och-statistik/plast/plastbarkassar/

Target of reducing plastic-bag consumption achieved
According to the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency, 174 million plastic bags were manufactured or 
introduced to the Swedish market in 2021, of which 143 million consisted of thin plastic bags encompassed by 
the EU’s reduction target.

We are seeing a drastic reduction in the use of plastic bags in Sweden. Annual consumption is currently at 14 bags 
per capita, down from the preceding year’s figure of 55 bags per capita.

The taxation of plastic bags entails a price increase in stores – and it is the end consumer who foots the bill. The 
choice of bag has now fallen on bags that are not subject to taxation. However, bags made from alternative materials, 
such as paper or reusable textile bags, require production processes that generate more greenhouse gas emissions.

Although the tax on plastic bags is an environmental measure aimed at reducing littering, it could nevertheless 
adversely impact the climate in terms of increased carbon emissions caused by the production of alternative bags.

In 2021, the annual consumption of plastic bags declined by three quarters in Sweden 
as a result of a tax on plastic bags that was introduced in 2020. 

Background of the tax on plastic bags
On May 1, 2020, a new law on the taxation of single-use plastic bags entered into force, subjecting all manufacturers, 
importers, and sellers of disposable plastic bags to taxation. 

The tax was introduced in Sweden with the aim of reducing plastic littering in nature and in the sea2. It came about 
as a result of an EU resolution that member states should reduce plastic-bag consumption from 83 units per capita 
in 2017 to 45 units per capita in 2025.

Plastic bags per capita in Sweden

EU-goal

Thin plastic shopping bags, 15-50 µm2
Source: Swedish Environmental Protection Agency

TRENDS &
DEVELOPMENTS

Fewer plastic bags – for better
or for worse
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Increased prices on pulp-based
raw materials

Sales of paper shopping bags (SEK)
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Increased 
sales of
paper bags

Trends & development / Paper

Avisera’s flexibility is one of our main strengths, at a time when paper shortages and 
increased commodity prices are affecting the packaging industry.

Continued rise in demand for shopping bags
In 2021, Avisera’s sales of paper bags increased by 10 percent compared with the preceding year. It is a sustained 
trend that is expected to continue in the coming years.

Paper shortage and increased commodity prices

The pandemic is still very much present, and we are being challenged with new problems, such as shortages of 
paper pulp and increased commodity prices. Gas, oil, and electricity prices have increased, which in turn impacts 
currency, raw-material, delivery, and production costs.

How Avisera maintains supply reliability

Demand for paper products is higher than ever, and manufacturers in Europe will thus be backlogged for quite 
some time. Since Avisera does not have proprietary plants, we are not at risk of being without access to paper. 
With several different partners with good production capacities, our flexibility is our strength in times of uncertainty. 
At Avisera, we always maintain a continuous dialog with our manufacturers, minimize the risks, and ensure that we 
can secure our ability to deliver as promised.

ALTERNATIVES TO PLASTIC:

Tissue Void Fill – plastic-free packaging material
The new Tissue Void Fill is the first shock-absorbing paper packaging of its kind with the option custom 
print. Tissue Void Fill is a special-folded tissue paper with an associated dispensing machine, which cre-
ates a voluminous, protective paper material that can replace plastic filling materials. The paper is 100 
percent climate neutral, degradable and recyclable.
 
The new replacement for poly bags
Vela paper bags are lightweight paper bags that replace poly bags, currently used as packaging for 
clothing. The resealable Vela Bag was specially created for use throughout the chain, from manufacturer 
to consumer and back. The paper is thin and transparent, which makes barcode scanning through 
paper possible for the first time and allows for large-scale usage of the bag. Avisera’s Vela Bags are 100 
percent climate neutral, degradable and recyclable.
 
Paptic – the new paper
Paptic is a completely plastic-free and biodegradable material that consists of wood-based cellulose fibers. 
It is a durable material with a soft and flexible feel, which is suitable as an alternative to the traditional 
paper bag, and to reusable bags and e-commerce bags.
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FSC-certified paper in greater demand 

Percentage of FSC-labeled paper products 

Trends & development / FSC

FSC-labeled
paper products

20192018

82%

58%

2020 2024

85%

2021 2024

91%
98%

As of 2021, Avisera has been able to ensure that 91 percent of all our paper products are 
made from FSC-certified paper. In line with the increasing consumption of paper-based 
raw materials, it is becoming increasingly important to choose paper from sustainable 
forestry sources.

What is the FSC?
The FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) is an independent international member organization, and its ecolabel can 
often be found on paper products of all types. Only certified companies, such as Avisera, which adhere to the FSC’s 
rules for forestry and traceability, may label their products with FSC’s trademark.

Sustainable and traceable forestry
Avisera was among the first packaging companies in Sweden to attain FSC certification, in 2012. Every FSC 
product label, for example under a paper bag, includes a license number that enables consumers to verify that the 
manufacturer’s certification is valid and that the wood originates from a traceable chain of responsible forestry.

We are increasing the percentage of FSC-certified products
Our target is for 98 percent of all packaging and paper-based printed matter to be FSC certified by 2024, and for 
the remaining 2 percent to originate from reliable producers.  

In 2021, 91 percent of our paper products sold comprised FSC-certified paper. Where possible, we always offer 
FSC-certified products as the standard in all production series. Any products that are not FSC certified are due, 
for example, to the customer opting out of the ecolabel, due to extensive lead times, or our engagement of a 
subcontractor without FSC certification.

The global shortage of paper, combined with a generally high demand for paper-based packaging and packing 
materials, is also impacting the availability of FSC-certified paper.  
 
In order to exclude unreliable players in the forest industry, we are finding it increasingly important to continue 
promoting traceable paper at every opportunity. Avisera’s ambition for the future is to secure availability for our 
customers and to secure sustainable development.

Our goal
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Climate Pact Plus – for a more sustainable capital city
Avisera has been a proud member of Climate Pact Plus since 2010. Membership involves highly set ambitions for 
reducing the use of fossil fuels and thereby helping Stockholm to achieve the city’s climate and energy goals by 2030. 

We are FSC certified
Avisera has been certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) since 2012. The FSC is an independent 
international member organization that works for sustainable forestry advocates for safe and healthy working 
conditions for forestry workers. License code: FSC®-C110916.

CERTIFIERAD
ISO 9001

Ledningssystem för kvalitet

We environment and quality certification
Our management system for the environment, work environment and quality is certified in accordance with ISO 
9001, ISO 45001 and ISO 14001. This guarantees that we keep our promises, while ensuring that we consistently 
develop and improve our work on environmental issues.

Ecolabels

We compensate for the climate
Avisera adheres to a climate compensation program for its business activities and promotes efforts to reduce emissions.

We have ecolabeled products
We always strive to offer the most ecofriendly product range possible and offer products in materials such as 
FSC-certified paper, GOTS-certified textile, recycled materials (paper, PET, cotton, leather) and ÅterBära-labeled 
products that are climate-compensated for. 

Ecolabels

We assume responsibility for the climate and environment by attaining the following 
certifications and ecolabels.

CERTIFICATES & 
ECOLABELS
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Visit our showrooms:  S:t Eriksgatan 60, Stockholm & Chalmersgatan 1, Gothenburg
Instagram:  Follow @byavisera for inspiration, customer cases and product news!

Contact:  08- 506 250 00 & 031-50 65 91,  hello@avisera.se


